
 
Books are the plane, 
and the tr n, and the 
road.  They are the 
destinat nd the 
journey.  T ey are 
home. 
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Anna Quidlen 
 
 
There is no frigate like 
a book/to take us 
lands away/nor any 
coursers like a 
page/of prancing 
poetry. 
 
Emily Dickinson 
 
 

I could perhaps live 
without writing. 

I don’t think I could 
live without 

reading. 
 
Alberto Manguel 
 
 
Read the greatest stuff 
but read the stuff that 
isn’t so great too.  
Great stuff is very 
discouraging.  If you 
read only Beckett and 
Chekhov, you’ll go 
away and only deliver 
telegrams at Western 
Union. 
 
Edward Albee 

 
Reading makes 
immigrants of us all.  It 
takes us away from home, 
but, most important, it 
finds homes for us 
everywhere. 
 
Hazel Rochman 
 
 
 
Until I feared I 
would lose it, I 
never loved to 
read.  One does 
not love 
breathing. 
 
Scout 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
 
 
 
I remember the 
feeling of excitement 
that I had, the first 
time that I realized 
each letter had a 
sound, and the 
sounds went 
together to make 
words; and the 
words became 
sentences, and the 
sentences became 
stories. es. 
  
Lois Lowry Lois Lowry 
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Name:  Name:   

School:   

Date:   

Title of Book:   
 
 
Use this Reader Response Log to respond to your summer 
reading selection.  Write all notes and responses in this log.  
Look through the log carefully before you begin to see what 
is required.  Logs will be turned in to your English language 
arts teacher by the end of the first day of school.  All work in 
this log is your own work.  School policy concerning 
plagiarism will be followed. 
 



 

Before Reading 
Complete this page prior to reading. 
 

Title:   

Author:   
In a brief paragraph, explain why you chose this book.  Include the 
following when writing your answer: 

 
 Title  Author  Recommendation(s) from Others 

 Cover  First few pages  Personal Interests 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 

Predict what might happen in this book or what you might learn from 
this book. 
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Other Summer Reading 
On the lines below, write other summer selections you have read 
and rate them on a scale of 1-5. 

 
1. Title:     
 Author:     
 

Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
  (Wouldn’t Recommend) (The Best!) 
 
2. Title:     
 Author:     
 

Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
  (Wouldn’t Recommend) (The Best!) 
 
3. Title:     
 Author:     
 

Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
  (Wouldn’t Recommend) (The Best!) 
 
4. Title:     
 Author:     
 

Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
  (Wouldn’t Recommend) (The Best!) 
 
5. Title:     
 Author:     
 

Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
  (Wouldn’t Recommend) (The Best!) 
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Teacher’s Comments 
Students:  Please do not write on this page. 
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During Reading:  Vocabulary 
Complete this section several times while you read.  Be sure to choose 
words from throughout he book and to provide page numbers where you 
found them.   
 
Date:   
 
Identify three words with which you are unfamiliar or find important to the selection.  
Write the sentences the words are used in.  Using context clues (or a dictionary), define 
these words. 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
Date:   
 
Identify three words with which you are unfamiliar or find important to the selection.  
Write the sentences the words are used in.  Using context clues (or a dictionary), define 
these words. 
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During Reading:  Vocabulary 
Complete this section several times while you read.  Be sure to choose 
words from throughout he book and to provide page numbers where you 
found them.   
 
Date:   
 
Identify three words with which you are unfamiliar or find important to the selection.  
Write the sentences the words are used in.  Using context clues (or a dictionary), define 
these words. 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
Date:   
 
Identify three words with which you are unfamiliar or find important to the selection.  
Write the sentences the words are used in.  Using context clues (or a dictionary), define 
these words. 
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After Reading:  Summary 
(continued) 
 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
Page 12

Summer 2009  Summer 2009 



 

After Reading:  Summary 
 
In a few paragraphs, summarize your summer reading selection.  Include 
in the summary:  the title, the author, the type of book (mystery, realistic 
fiction, nonfiction, etc.).  For fiction, include the major conflict and how 
it was resolved.  For nonfiction, discuss the book’s organization and the 
author’s purpose.  Write in complete sentences.  
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During Reading:  
Being an Active Reader 

 
To get the most out of your book, you have to do more than sit back and 
read the words.  You must think about what you read.  The strategies 
below describe the kinds of thinking that active readers do.  As you read 
your book, on the next few pages keep some notes on how and when you 
used these strategies.   
 
Predict: Using what you read, try to figure out what will happen next 

and how the selection might end.  Write these predictions 
down in the reading log.  Then read on to see how accurate 
your guesses were. 

 
Visualize: Picture in your mind the characters, events, and setting to 

help you understand what is happening.  Keep notes or 
drawings in the reading log on what you visualize. 

 
Connect: Connect personally with what you are reading.  Think of 

similarities between the characters and descriptions in the 
selection and what you have personally experienced, heard 
about, or read about.  Write the connections in the reading 
log. 

 
Question: While you read, question what is happening.  Searching for 

reasons behind events and characters’ feelings and actions 
can help you feel closer to what you are reading.  Keep track 
of your questions in the reading log. 

 
Clarify:  Stop occasionally to review what you understand so far.  

Write a one-sentence summary of what has happened in the 
chapter(s).  Also, answer questions you had earlier.  Make 
notes about confusing words and reread when necessary. 

 
Evaluate: Form opinions about what you read.  Develop your 

own ideas about the characters and events and write the 
ideas in the reading log.  Your opinions should be 
clearly stated and well supported. 
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During Reading: Predict 
 
Try to figure out what will happen next and how the selection 
might end.  Write these predictions down on this page.  Then read 
on to see how accurate your guesses were. 
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During Reading:  Evaluate 
 
Form opinions about what you read.  Develop your own ideas 
about the characters and events and write the ideas on this page.  
Your opinions should be clearly stated and well supported. 
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During Reading:  Clarify 
 
Stop occasionally to review what you understand so far.  On this 
page, write a one-sentence summary of what has happened in the 
chapter.  Also, answer questions you had earlier.  Make notes 
about confusing words.  Reread when necessary. 
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During Reading:  Visualize 
 
Picture in your mind the characters, events, and setting to help you 
understand what is happening.  Write the sentence(s) you are 
visualizing.  Keep notes or drawings on this page on what you 
visualize. 
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During Reading:  Connect 
 
Connect personally with what you are reading.  Think of similarities 
between the characters and descriptions in the selection and what you 
have personally experienced, heard about, or read about.  Write the 
connections on this page. 
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During Reading:  Question 
 
While you read, question what is happening.  Searching for reasons 
behind events and characters’ feelings and actions can help you feel 
closer to what you are reading.  Keep track of your questions on this 
page. 
 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
Page 8 


	Cecil County Public Schools
	Summer 2009
	Rating: 1 2 3 4 5
	Rating: 1 2 3 4 5
	Rating: 1 2 3 4 5
	Rating: 1 2 3 4 5
	Rating: 1 2 3 4 5
	Page 14
	Teacher’s Comments
	Page 3
	After Reading:  Summary
	Page 12
	After Reading:  Summary
	Page 11
	During Reading: 

	Being an Active Reader
	Page 4
	During Reading: Predict
	Page 5
	Page 6
	During Reading:  Connect
	Page 8



